Joint Response on unfair targeting of ethnic communities in Stop and Search operations.

Hampshire Constabulary and Hampshire Police Authority are working together to drive up performance after being named as one of the worst police forces nationally for unfairly targeting ethnic communities in stop and search operations.
This includes providing regular reports on performance and quality to the Police Authority’s Performance and Community Engagement Committees respectively,  identifying and focusing on the action needed to tackle the issue, and clearer information and instructions for officers. Funding for research into the use of stop and search powers has also been secured from the local Criminal Justice Board. 
Police Authority Chair Councillor Jacqui Rayment said: “As a Police Authority we are satisfied the Constabulary have the right processes in place to properly monitor and carry out Stop and Search checks. 
“ We have put in place measures to ensure we receive regular updates on Stop and Search checks and will work with local communities and the Constabulary to help improve the way that officers conduct searches.  This work will include research into how other forces carry out their operations.  
“The need to prevent and tackle crime and deal with offenders will remain the priority for the Constabulary and Police Authority, to make Hampshire and the Isle of Wight safer places to live.”  
A report by The Equalities and Human Rights Commission ‘Stop and Think’ – A critical review of the use of stop and search powers in England and Wales (Monday 15 March 2010) highlighted Hampshire Constabulary for the disproportionate number of stops on the black community.

Hampshire Police Authority  exists to ensure that the communities of Hampshire and the isle of Wight receive an effective, efficient and high quality policing service  which has their full support, confidence and cooperation, so that the two counties are places which feel safe and are safe.

www.hampshirepoliceauthority.org
