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1
Summary

1.1 
This report provides the Committee with information about the current situation in relation to Mobile Data technology.
1.2
This report provides details of:

· Background 
· Current Available Funding 

· Preferred Supplier 
2.
Recommendations

2.1
This report recommends that:

· the IT & ISS Committee note the contents.
3
Background

3.1 
Members will be aware that last autumn the Government, in an effort to reduce bureaucracy and increase efficiency, allocated a £50m budget to the Police Service for the purchase of hand held mobile data devices.  The Constabulary, supported by the Police Authority, applied for a share of that funding but unfortunately were unsuccessful with the bid.

4
Current Funding 

4.1 The Government has since announced that there will be an additional £10m this financial year with a further £15m 2009/10, available to Forces and other agencies that were unsuccessful in the first allocation. 
4.2 The NPIA subsequently invited eligible Forces to submit an application for funding which will be assessed during September with awards being announced by the end of October. 

4.3 The Constabulary submitted an application based on the continued desire of the Authority to make use of mobile data technology.
4.4 Subject to the success of the application, it is intended to equip 500 front line staff, consisting of Sergeants and Constables of the Tactical Patrol and Safer Neighbourhood Teams and Police Community Support Officers. 
4.5 The funding applied for is excess of £1.3 m and includes all costs for project set up, hand held devices and 3 year network charges.

5
Preferred Supplier
5.1 
Airwave Solutions have been selected as the Constabulary’s preferred supplier and have, at their own risk, already commenced brokering relationships with other suppliers with whom they will need to work. 

Section 100D (Local Government Act 1972) background papers

The following documents disclose facts or matters on which this report, or an important part of it, is based and has been relied upon to a material extent in the preparation of this report.

NB the list excludes:

1. published works; and,
2. documents that disclose exempt or confidential information as defined in the Act.
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