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Introduction: 
Hampshire Police Authority in partnership with Hampshire Constabulary attended the ‘Stop Disability Hate Crime’ road show, held at the Fareham Day Services Centre on 29th September 2010. The Police Authority has provided support for the road shows by granting the Constabulary a £3,000 Crime Prevention Grant. A number of these road shows are planned across Hampshire and the Isle of Wight. There have been two road shows previously, the first being held at the Grove Centre, Kings Worthy, Winchester and the second at the Sembal Centre in Southampton.  The third road show is outlined in this report. There are further road shows planned for Bishopstoke and Aldershot, but these are yet to be confirmed.
Aim:
The overarching aim of Police Authority Community Engagement is to ensure policing by consent by reflecting the views of local people in the setting of policing priorities.

The Police Authority has a statutory duty to engage with the public. By listening to the views of people from across Hampshire and the Isle of Wight, the Authority can ensures that policies on policing reflect the services people want, and to this end, the results of engagement exercises undertaken in 2010/11 are fed into the Policing Plan process and shape policing priorities. 

Objectives:
To engage with members of the disabled community to both understand and ascertain their policing priorities, experiences and concerns, and to raise awareness within the community of the role and responsibilities of the Police Authority. 

Methodology:
To engage with members of the disabled community attending the Disability Hate Crime Road Show at the Police Authority stand.

Response Rate:
The Police Authority had a well attended stall. Over 100 service users and their carers spent time discussing their experience of crime and the response they received from the constabulary. 
Executive Summary:
· A number of cases of bullying by young people.

· A lack of support from agencies for victims of disability Hate Crime 
· The unwillingness of victims to report crime due to previous experience of the police. 
· Recommendation of the use of shops as places of safety 
Main Report:
In attendance at the event was Chair of the Community Engagement Committee, Councillor Peter Mason, and Councillor Sean Woodward. The event held 2 case study discussion groups. The groups heard about hate crime suffered by two disabled people (please see below). The discussion groups enabled other victims to talk about their experiences. Also in attendance were pupils from a local school that had been implicated in the bullying of disabled people.
Case study 1:  A lady talked to us about her experiences. She lives with her dad and helps him around the house with chores and goes shopping. Monday to Friday she goes to Fareham Day Care Services and she likes to go into Fareham shopping. She has got her own bus pass and travels on her own into town.

Whilst travelling into Fareham the lady has been bullied by school children on the bus calling her names. This made her feel very upset and didn’t like it. The staff at the centre told her to look out the window and ignore it but the bullying persisted.

A girl on the bus befriended the lady by asking for money and then gave the lady a hug but then the girl persisted in asking for more money. The lady felt threatened by this. The day centre had to give the lady a lift home because she was so distressed and they got in touch with police. A PSCO attended and subsequently went to the local school that the children came from to talk about Disability Hate Crime. Feedback suggests this has really helped.

The whole experience made the lady feel very angry and upset. The police officers attending the event advised the audience that if they feel that they are being badly treated then they must tell someone they know and trust. It was also pointed out that bullying happens in higher education as well. The audience were also advised that people can go to court if they behave in this way.

A lady from Portsmouth was followed whilst out shopping. The person attempted to steal her bag. The lady was advised to go into the shop and speak to a member of staff if it ever happens again.

The attendees were advised that there are help points situated in Southampton’s West Quay Centre, which have cameras. If a person is in trouble they should go to these points and press for help and assistance will arrive.

Case study 2: A lady who lives with her sister goes to a day centre for people with learning difficulties and finds it hard to get about. She has to get the bus to get to the shops in Fareham. She has had major problems with school children harassing her and calling her names and shouting horrible words at her. She was also pushed, which was distressing. She has stopped taking the local bus and now uses the day care centre mini bus because she feels unsafe, which has resource implications for the centre.

Another attendee informed the group of her experience of being pushed into the road with a car coming towards her. This experience has caused her much distress and heightened her fear of crime.
Another lady claimed she was being bullied where she lives. She told the staff at the residence but she was told to ignore it.

The advice given by officers was to support people who are suffering from hate crime. It’s not your fault if some one picks on you because you maybe different.

These instances of bullying have stopped people going out and being independent  because they feel unsafe these means that they rely on the health professionals who care for them more and more, which undoes some of the good work the professionals had achieved in helping services user have greater independence.
Follow-Up Action (If Required): 
1). To attend a meeting on 3rd November to discuss shops as places of safety in the community and to get county wide cover.

2).To forward a copy of the report and its findings to the OCU Commander and District Inspector

3).To forward a copy of the report to the Community Safety manager.
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